
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Lynton Herald 
The best Newsletter that money can’t buy. 

SPRING 2014 



From the Editor… 
 
Well, here we are a third of the way through the caravanning year 
already! We’ve certainly had a great time on the rallies we’ve 
attended so far and look forward to joining you again soon. Please 
keep sending in your photographs as they really help bring the 
newsletter to life.  
 
As always, if you have anything you would like included next 
time, please email:  
 
  stevenhelenball@virginmedia.com 
 
                                  Steve 
 
Apologies that the newsletter is a little late this time, we’ve been 
exceedingly busy with work and had printer issues at the same 
time. 

 
 
 

Message Board 
 

 

 

OBITUARY 
 

Del Blood 
 

The Club is really sorry to learn of the passing of Del 
Blood in April. 
 
Although not a ‘Lyntonner’ for some time, he and wife 
Mavis were once active & popular members, with Del 
holding a committee position for a number of years. 
 
Our condolences go to Mavis and family. 
 



 
 
Rally Updates   
  
    2014 Rally Programme 
 

 
 
 

Rally Marshals are urgently required for the following rallies 
please:-  
 
July 18th – 20th   Carsington Water 
 
August 21st - 25th  Smeaton Lakes, Newark on Trent  
     
September 12th – 14th  Great Heywood, Staffs 
 
If you are thinking of attending anyway, perhaps you could 
help with setting up the signs or taking rally slips? 
 
Please contact Lynn on 01335 370153 or email 
birchlyn715@gmail.com if you can help her out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Happy 80th Birthdays to Ron & Mary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ron & Mary recently celebrated their 80th Birthdays at a party with 
family and friends.   
 
Warmest congratulations go to them both, from everyone in the 
Lynton Club – they don’t look a day over 79 do they? 
 
Thank you to their daughter, Sue, for sharing this lovely 
photograph with us. 
 



 
 
 

Rally No.389         Packhorse Bungalow  21st – 23rd March 
                Alderwasley   
  
Welcome to the first rally of the 2014 Season - It was a good 
start with 7 members risking the cold wet and windy weather 
plus new members, Les and Susan, who joined our Club 
after a quick whizz round to find a Membership form, and 
were duly signed up before they had time to change their 
minds. 
  
There were places to visit in easy reach of the site. We 
found a good 'Farm Shop' with great goodies to buy. 
  
Personally, we went off to the local Preservation Train 
Society for a train ride and finished up 'gate-crashing' an 
80th Birthday Party. The gentleman apparently had worked 
on the railway all his working life and, when asked if he was 
enjoying it, replied that ‘he'd had enough of them' but later 
on when another family member asked, said 'It was alreet’. 
He was ‘waiting to go the Pub for a pint'.  
  
Friday night we were in the room on site having a few drinks 
and a good 'chin wag'. Kirsten brought Mum Gill to the rally 
and stayed to chat about the old times, before dashing off 
back home. 
  
The Saturday night get together in the room went well.  We 
were joined by Janet for the day.  We had a meal of lasagna, 
salad and garlic bread, with cream cakes for 'pud' supplied 
by Colin and Jackie. Colin was 21 yet again, so Happy 
Birthday to him. 
 



Thanks to Lynn and John for their feast, and thanks to others 
who helped them out.  Afterwards we had a great big catch-
up which everyone enjoyed very much. 
  
Sunday morning came all too soon, for coffee and raffle.  
Graham brushed up on his customer service skills and 
decided, when he won a car rug, that he would sit on it as 
the chairs were plastic, but as it was in a plastic bag it made 
the biggest bang and made everyone jump.  
 
Dave De Schoolmeester thought it was only me that had 
trouble with chairs but, not so - it seems to be a family trait. 
(For those who don't know, I used to have several problems 
with the canvas foreign chairs, called going through the seat 
of them, but that's a long time ago now). 
  
The competition of the animal quiz was won by Mike and 
Gail Smith, and the chocs were shared by all. 
  
We welcomed Les and Susan and gave them their 1st piece 
of plastic. 
 
The longest tow went to Dave and Sally - they travelled 84 
miles. 
 
A Birthday card was given to Colin for his 21 + years on 
Tuesday. 
  
Many thanks to Lynn and John for a great rally. Hope we'll 
see you all next time and that you had a safe tow home. 
  
Graham & Sheila Brunt 
 
 
 
 
 



Rally No 390  AGM Cannock Woods, Rugeley 17th - 22nd  April 
 
9 vans in all turned out for this year’s A G M weekend at 
Cannock Woods, Rugeley. Once again the dreaded Sat-Nev 
curse occurred and we ended up 5 miles from the rally field - 
mind you it would have helped if I'd entered the right 
postcode (DOH)!  Anyway we eventually arrived, followed 
closely by Graham and Sheila Brunt. It was a good job they 
were there, as the wind was terrible and we needed all 
hands to the pump whilst putting my awning up. When 
finished I duly repaid the favour and helped Graham with his, 
after which a nice cup of tea was in order.  
 
Later we were joined by the Dave & Sally De-Schoolmeister 
and their granddaughter Rebecca and Mike & Gail Smith - 
again help needed when putting the awnings up. Last to 
arrive on the Thursday evening were Steve, Helen & Katie 
Ball. Sited on a sports field next to the Village Hall, I tried 
phoning the contacts to find out where the drinking water 
and elsan waste points were, but could only get their 
daughter who didn't know. So, after doing a “reccie” I 
eventually found the drinking water tap at the back of the 
Hall and the elsan point at the front. Job’s a good one!  
A nice relaxing evening followed where we enjoyed a few 
drinks, nibbles and a catch up.  
 
On Friday we helped the Balls to get their awning up and 
joined it to ours so we had a meeting area for the Friday and 
Saturday nights and Monday coffee morning. We were also 
joined by John & Lynn Birch, Dave & Gill Howarth and 
Dennis, Jo & Zoë Kempson during the day.  
 
 
 
 



The weather had changed for the better and we were having 
a nice sunny relaxing day. There was a basket ball court at 
the top of the sports field so I got a football out and after 
Dennis had blown it up we had a game with Katie & Zoë.  

 
 
 
Soon we were being 
called for Hot Cross 
buns which Lynn 
Birch had supplied, 
so we went and sat 
outside Mike's 
awning where they 
were being served.  
 
 
 
 

 
It was a beautiful afternoon and whilst we were enjoying our 
Hot Cross buns we heard this big bang behind us and duly 
discovered that the football ball had popped, probably due to 
over inflation (eh Kempo?) and the sun bearing down on it, 
(R I P ball).  
 
Friday evening was an open awning, where we again 
enjoyed drinks, nibbles and a chat. That was when we 
discovered that Zoë had fallen out of love with Dustbin 
Beaver and had a new fellow in her life whose name is Josh 
O'Hara. (OOooo Zoë Kempson in love).  
 
 
Saturday morning Dave Howarth was up bright and early as 
he had to go to work, and the last of the party turned up 
when we were joined by Phill & Anita Yates.  



We also had members’ families visit us during the day: 
Rebecca's Mom, Dad and Sister came to collect her and 
stayed for a while; Claire Yates and her boyfriend Mark 
visited; and Sam, Craig, Lily and Steph came to see us and 
brought a basketball with them.  
 
Another game of basketball followed that afternoon. 
Unfortunately, Craig and Katie went for the same ball and 
with Craig having the superior weight advantage, he pushed 
Katie and trod on her hand. The game was quickly brought 
to a halt whilst Katie had to go for first aid treatment as her 
hand was bleeding and half her thumb nail had disappeared! 
She was soon patched up as Craig sheepishly came into the 
awning to apologize.  
 
Accidents happen I suppose. (YOU BIG BULLY CRAIG!)  
 
On Saturday evening we all enjoyed fish and chips paid for 
by the club and afterwards a few drinks, nibbles a quiz and 
games were enjoyed 
 
Sunday morning the A G M took place when Phill Yates 
stood down as Chairman after his four year term and after 
the committee was re-elected en bloc, Helen Ball took over 
the chairmanship.  
 
Prior to the A G M it was noticed that the elsan point was not 
draining quickly enough. Lynn phoned the caretaker of the 
hall to report it, but got no answer. It was later discovered, 
when talking to one of the locals, that we were actually 
emptying our waste down a storm drain and the real elsan 
point was a man hole at the back of the hall in the grass with 
a cast iron lid on it! (Oops! …easy mistake to make).  
 
 



Sunday afternoon, the Easter egg hunt took place as Zoë 
went ice skating in the morning. Zoë, John Katie & Claire all 
completed their tasks and received a customary Easter egg 
afterwards.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday evening we had an American supper in the Village 
Hall and a horse racing night hosted by Mike and Gail Smith.  
 
The race night was won by the Howarths with the help of 
Kirsten, who had joined us earlier Sunday afternoon - but it 
was Gill who picked the most winners.  
 
During the night Gill Howarth raised the point that the Vice 
Chairman had not been formally elected at the A G M 
Sunday morning. This was duly put right and it was 
unanimous that I was elected to step into the position of Vice 
Chairman. I think I was the only one who voted against it! 
 
 
 
 
 



As always coffee morning came around all too quickly and 
the end of another rally was upon us. It started off as always 
with the customary raffle; the adult’s competition was won by 
the Kempsons; Katie & Zoë shared the children's 
competition. The longest tow was won by only 1.5 miles with 
the Howarth's beating the De-Schoolmeister's by default, as 
they had to pop to Mike Smith's house to collect Mike's 
projector which he'd forgotten to bring with him for the race 
night. (Jammy or what). 
 
All too soon it was time for everyone to pack up and make 
their way home after another great rally. Thanks to the 
committee and everyone who helped make the week end go 
so smooth. Roll on the next one.  
 
Neville & Doris (Aka Colin & Jacqui Willis) 
 
********************************************************************* 
  
Rally No.391      Arden Fisheries, Snitterfield     2nd – 5th May 
 
Unusually, we were the first to arrive by Friday lunchtime, 
followed 5 minutes later by Mike & Gail. 
 
We levelled the van on a slightly sloping pitch in a lovely 
apple orchard. Very Quiet! 
 
We went for a chat & coffee with our Marshalls, Steve, Colin 
& Jacqui, only to be told the story of 'Thursday Night' - Colin 
had driven on to the lower part of the site on arrival and got 
stuck fast, when his caravan sunk into a rut, right up to the 
motor mover.  Unfortunately, he needed to be rescued by 
the owner’s son, who hooked up his 4x4 on to the front of 
Colin's 4x4, and towed him out to their first pitch on the lower 
site, creating a deep ridge in the lawn which Steve named 
“Neville’s Ditch”.  



 
They moved on to higher ground on Friday morning and had 
to set up all over again! 
 
Saturday: Woke up to beautiful blue skies and sunshine. 
 
We went in to Stratford via the Park & Ride.  Walked around 
the town and the Marina and there was also a farmer’s 
market to explore. 
 
Others enjoyed the warm weather, peace & quiet and stayed 
on site. 
 
In the evening, we enjoyed slow roast pork in bread rolls with 
stuffing and apple sauce, courtesy of the Marshals -
Delicious!! 
 
We were joined later by Phil & Anita and Adrian & Jan who 
had been out for a meal to celebrate Anita's and Jan's 
birthdays. (Not going to mention how old they are, that would be 
rude - but congratulations to them both on reaching a collective 
age of 110 years!) 
 

 
 
Sunday: A few of us 
went off to Stratford to 
see a variety of new & 
old cars at the 
'Festival of Motoring'… 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
…whilst others 
relaxed in the 
sun. 
 
It’s hard work, 
this marshalling 
business…. 
 
 
 
 

 
In the evening we all enjoyed a 'Call my Bluff' Quiz and the 
“sausage sandwich” game.  
Evidently Mary likes hers “naked”....you had to be there. 
 
Mike's team enthralled us with the word 'Tappen'. Definition: 
The plug by which the rectum of a bear is closed during 
hibernation! 
 
The winners of the evening were “The Ends” (David, Sally, 
Adrian & Jan). 
 
Graham & Sheila left early Monday Morning & set off for 
their journey to Cornwall to enjoy a 2 week holiday in 
Mevagissey.  
 
At Coffee Morning, we thanked the Marshals Steve, Helen & 
Katie, Colin & Jacqui for an enjoyable rally. 
 

Mike & Gail had the longest Tow of 117 miles, and most 
surprisingly, WE won the Envelope Quiz!  
 
Lynn & John Birch 



And finally, a blast from the past…… 
 

Rally No. 279         Carsington Water    3rd – 5th May 2002 
 
Lynn, John, Mavis & Del were kept busy when 21 units arrived at 
Carsington.  Everyone soon settled in - although Graham had a bit 
of trouble trying to reverse on to a ‘bumpy’ pitch.  He gave up and 
we settled for a flatter one. 
 
It was nice to see Roger, Mary, Margaret & Trevor after a short 
break, and to welcome David & Jill Jones to the fold. 
 
Peter & June had their caravan serviced before they came to the 
rally, to be told they required a new fire igniter, although it had 
been no trouble before.  When they came to put in on, on Friday 
night, nothing!  I’m reliably informed that they went to Phill & 
Anita’s caravan while they left their oven on in their van to warm 
it up. 
 
Saturday found us “fallin’ apart” in the sunshine and visiting 
various places in the area, and to the Carsington Water Visitor 
Centre which was very interesting.  Lynn & Mavis thought it 
would be a good idea to bring the Lynton signs in, as some had 
disappeared, only to have their hands slapped by Del because 
visitors wouldn’t find their way – he had to go and put them out 
again.   
 
In the evening we tucked into “Pie & Pea Supper” after Lynn had 
handed pies and pasties round to be warmed up. When we had 
almost finished eating, Pam announced that she still had some in 
her oven! 
 
Ron was kissing & cuddling Sophie the dog, only to be told by 
Mark “no tongues!” The evening finished off with a good old sing-
song to Peter and his guitar. 
 



We got up Sunday Morning to blistering sunshine.  John & Ron 
had been out on their bicycles, whilst some members borrowed 
bikes and went off on a ride.  Janet came to visit and took a few off 
on one of her marathon walks. 
 
The evening’s entertainment was a communal barbeque followed 
by a quiz which had been arranged by Gill Howarth and won by 
Mike & Gail – sounds quite well arranged to me. 
 
Monday came all too soon for coffee and raffle prizes galore.  
Thanks to Owen and Thomas for their part in selling tickets as the 
club made over £40 – and thanks to all the children for the parts 
they took in the raffle.  The competition was won by Steve & Jane 
Harrop out of 5 finalists.  The children’s competition was won by 
Dean Harrop – again out of 5 finalists.  The younger children’s 
competition was won by Ben Smith.  Well done everyone. 
 
Longest tow went to Roger & Mary.  Suzie was pleased with the 
cuddly rabbit she won in the raffle and Karen won hanging 
baskets. Jane Huxley won soap & loofah etc - Marks eyes lit up 
when she said “we know what we’ll be doing tonight!” 
 
Roger took little Katie for her chocolate.  He was really 
disappointed when he didn’t get any – the things people will do for 
a choccie bar!  Many thanks to all who contributed raffle prizes.  
 
Thanks go to John, Lynn, Del & Mavis for all their hard work and 
for getting out the prayer mats.  And, as John says, thanks to Roger 
& Ted for getting a leg apiece when helping them to put up the 
gazebo. 
 
Graham & Sheila Brunt 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bye, see you again soon………! 
 

 
Produced by Steve Ball 

stevenhelenball@virginmedia.com 


