
 
 

 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Lynton Herald 
The best Newsletter that money can’t buy. 

 
SPRING 2012 



From the Editor… 
 
Welcome to the first edition of 2012. I can’t quite believe it, but we 
are already nearly halfway through the year and we haven’t had a 
warm rally yet. Apologies that this has been delayed slightly - I’ve 
had a few issues with the printer. I thought I could repair the part, but 
now I have 47 pieces in a plastic bag!  Should have listened to Helen 
and just bought the new part to start with. 
 
Thanks to those who kindly sent photos for inclusion, if you have 
anything for entry please email me @ sjb100@btinternet.com 
 

                                  Steve 
 
 
Message Board 
 
New Club website: 
Dennis Kempson has been working on a new club website which has 
been well received by members.  It is very interactive and he is keen 
for everyone to make as much use of the site as possible, so please 
take a look by typing the following address into your browser:- 
 
http://www.wix.com/drk450/lyntoncaravanclub 
 
To access the members only areas you will need to enter the 
following password: - 
 
husky12 
 
From here you will be able to view past newsletters and rally reports, 
photos, and the current year’s rally information.  You will also be 
able to book onto the rallies and view any updates.  It is a great asset 
to the club and Dennis will welcome any feedback or suggestions you 
might have for improving the site. 
 
 
 



Rally Updates 
 
Rally No. 375 22nd – 24th June  
   Hollington End Farm, Thorpe, Ashbourne 
 
   Marshals: Mike & Gail Smith 
   Mobile: 07739 245185 
   Email:  safcforever@talktalk.net 
 
Rally No. 376 13th – 15th July 
   Holmston Hall, Little Budworth, Tarporley 
 
   Marshals: Mike & Gail Smith 
 
   Please note the contact details for Mike & Gail   
   in the green rally book are incorrect – contact 
   details as above.  
 
Rally No. 378 14th – 16th September 
   The Smallholding, Rugeley 
   Marshals still required for this rally please.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OBITUARY 
 

 
It is with great sadness that we have to announce that Beryl 
Bowler passed away on 9th December 2011.  
 
She and Norman were active and enthusiastic members of the 
club and longstanding members will fondly remember their well 
organized rallies and relaxed and chatty style.  The club has 
made a small donation to LOROS who looked after her so well in 
her last days. 
 

Everyone at the Club extend their deepest sympathies to 
Norman and family. 



Rally No: 371   Yew Tree Farm, Kidderminster   16th – 18th March 
           
What a great start we had to the 2012 season - 12 caravans 
made the journey to Yew Tree Farm in Kidderminster which 
was marshalled by Pam and Graham Ball, who were assisted 
by Steve, Helen & Katie.  
 
The weather was good on Friday and the marshals offered 
people to join them for tea or coffee after they had sited their 
vans and set up. Friday night was a quiet affair with most 
people doing their own thing (we hear that some were tucked up in 
bed at 9.30pm, eh Nev?).   
 
Mike and Gail Smith went off exploring Ludlow on Saturday 
morning and said it was a beautiful place to visit. Later on 
Saturday Dennis, Jo and Zoe Kempson arrived with Shasta, 
and their new Ford Galaxy car, bringing the bad weather with 
them - showers and a hail storm.  Dennis got caught out filling 
his water barrel in the hail storm and his head took a right 
battering as he hadn’t got his cap on. Later in the afternoon 
Zoe Kempson and Katie Ball went round all the vans selling 
raffle tickets.   
   
On Saturday evening at 6.30 pm we all met up in the hall for 
pasties and peas with the marshals, which were very 
enjoyable. This was followed by a quiz which was a closely 
fought out contest eventually won - by one point - by the 
“Beauties and the Beast” team, consisting of Ted and Jenny 
Newell, Gail Smith and Gill Howarth.  
 
I don’t know if there was something in the air that night, but 
after the quiz, at just gone 9 o clock, everyone headed off back 
to their caravans leaving the Marshals and the assistant 
Marshals along with myself and Jacqui to see the night out.  
 
 
 
 



 
We stayed in the hall until 11 o clock when the Marshals retired 
and the rest of us went to Steve and Helen’s awning to carry on 
chatting and having the customary beverages, eventually 
closing at 1 am.   
    
We woke up on Sunday morning to rain showers, so the coffee 
morning was held in the hall where it was nice and dry. It 
started off with the customary raffle - Ted and Jenny won a 
mug and coaster set which didn’t last long, as Ted dropped it 
on the floor smashing the mug! Jenny was not a happy bunny.  
The longest tow was won by Dave and Gill Howarth, again 
beating the Smiths by 0.2 of a mile.  
 
The children’s competition was declared a draw - Zoe and 
Katie were the winners. The adult’s competition was also a 
draw between the Howarths and the Smiths.  Unfortunately for 
the Smiths, the draw from the two entry sheets revealed the 
Howarths to be the winners.  
 
As we were packing up to leave, Dennis was already hitched 
up and raring to go in his new car.  Unfortunately, being a front 
wheel drive, he couldn’t make it up the small incline of a hill 
and decided to plough the field for the farmer, leaving a nice rut 
where his wheels were spinning. We had to guide him back 
down the slope so he could get a running start.  Eventually he 
made it up the hill to rapturous cheers and he was on his way. I 
think I’ll stick to my 4x4! 
 
All in all a wonderful time was had by everyone and our thanks 
go to Pam, Graham, Steve, Helen and Katie for a great 
weekend.  
 
Colin & Jacqui Willis 
 
 
 
 
 



Rally No 372  AGM Uttoxeter Race Course  5th-10th April  
 
 
We turned into Uttoxeter race course at around 10.30am on 
Friday to find that most of our friends were already there.  The 
weather was very cold, I feel sure I bring it with me! We were 
greeted by Steve and Helen Ball who directed us to our pitch, 
we were tucked up in the corner to avoid us keeping everyone 
awake with our generator - suits us and it was a great pitch.  
Craig and Simone were next to us setting up.  I helped them 
put up their nice new red awning, or was it blue? Either way it 
looked good when finished. 
 
It seemed quiet, then I realized that Neville was not here yet, 
that would change later! The rally site was in the middle of the 
race course, which was different.  We had almost finished 
setting up when John came over to announce that hot cross 
buns and coffee were being served in the hall.  This was a 
welcome break and the buns and cakes were very nice - it's 
also nice to meet up with all of our friends again.  After coffee 
we finished off setting up the caravan and had a stroll around 
the site before we all got ready for the evening’s entertainment. 
Neville arrived, and didn't we all know it, he certainly keeps us 
all entertained!  
 
After eating dinner and the obligatory nap, we got ready and 
walked over to the hall for the evening. Neville was meant to be 
doing a magic show under his other name (magikian), but 
forgot to bring his tricks! Not a good start but he saved the day 
by laying on one of his many forms of entertainment, this one 
being dyslexic bingo.   
 
We all had a great night and one or two of us left with more 
money than we started with - not me, Zoe of course! 
 
After the bingo we all sat around having a chat, and one or two 
drinks.  Neville finished his night off playing cards with the kids 
- at times I have to wonder who is the bigger kid? (no contest…) 



 
We were awake at 9.30 Saturday morning. I have to say it was 
nice to wake up and not have to rush out to walk Shasta, 
although I do miss him. Dave and Christine have a new 
addition to their family in the form of a new puppy.  It was nice 
to see her bouncing around and annoying the older dogs.  Jo 
made breakfast, nice big fry up, which set us up for the day. 
The weather was slightly unsettled but Zoe and Katie still went 
out to play around the site.   
 
Brett and Julie arrived around 1pm with little Jack in tow - he 
loves the rallies and it's nice to see him running around playing. 
We all look forward to Brett getting his new caravan and 
attending more often. 
 
At 3pm the committee had arranged a games period in the hall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Colin rubs his balls for 
good luck….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We all took a game for everyone to have a go at and score 
points, these included bouncing a ball into a bucket - sounds 
simple but it's not - unless you are a natural like Helen who 
scored 4 out of 6!  More luck than judgment if you ask me. 
Then it was skittles, basket ball, golf and to top it off, darts.   
                                       
At the end of it all the points were added up (by Anita) with 
Adrian and myself level pegging.  It was decided that we would 
play one round of sudden death on the ‘bounce the ball in the 
bucket’ game. I wasn't feeling too confident as I had not scored 
a single point in the previous round! Then to top it off Adrian 
disappeared and he had substituted a ringer (Jan) to play his 
game. Obviously the best man, or should I say woman won, 
Jan walked off with a box of cream eggs. 
 
Upon arriving back to our caravans we noticed that in the 
adjacent field someone was setting up a hot air balloon. It was 
massive and had the very familiar Virgin name in massive white 
letters on the side.   

 
 
 
We all watched 
as it slowly filled 
up and rose into 
the air. Little Jack 
loved it and stood 
amazed as it flew 
over our 
caravans giving a 
sudden roar as 
the big gas 
flames lit it up.   
 
 

 



Saturday evening we all got together in the hall. Craig and Brett 
were setting up the Wii through a projector that was beamed 
onto a massive screen.  Unfortunately some of the team games 
were missing, which meant not all of us could play, but in true 
Lynton fashion we all rallied together and made the most of it - 
the children on the other hand loved it (me included).  They 
were playing tennis all night which got quite competitive. Ben 
had a lucky win over me - I will get my own back!!!!!!   
 
We retired to our vans at 11.00 pm, although I feel certain not 
all of us went straight to bed - one or two frequented the Lynton 
wine bar. 
 
Sunday morning I was awake at 07.30!  Thanks to ever 
organized Jo - although I shouldn't complain as she was 
cooking our second fry up of the weekend, which was very 
nice.  Jo and I had organized a game for the Easter egg hunt 
so it was my job to go and hide all the clues we had made. As 
we were on a race course we decided to hide them all around 
the track instead of around the caravans, which is the norm.  
 

Oh, the enthusiasm….. 

 
 

“ We’ve got to walk HOW FAR….?”  
 

At 11am all the children were back, including John Birch.   



Zoe and Ben were the winners with all 8 clues found and got 
the choice of which Easter egg they would like - Zoe had the 
twirl and Ben the Thornton’s fudge - they all looked shattered 
after covering the whole course.  Jo gave Simone an egg for 
filling in for Daniel who sat in the awning for most of the 
competition! 
 
From 11.00 to 13.00 it was AGM time, a chance for all 
members to listen to how our club has done over the previous 
12 months and what will be happening over the next.  Also, a 
good opportunity for members to raise any issues that may 
require clarification.   
 
It was still raining slightly so Craig and I set up the Wii again for 
the kids to get together and play. It is a real winner with them, 
and all their faces lit up when we told them it was ready. Mario 
Cart was the choice.   
 
At 3pm it was time for the Easter bonnet competition which 3 
children entered, Zoe, Katie, and Ben.   

 
 
 
 
The Three Amigos 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After much deliberation it was decided that they were all great 
and a draw was declared, each got a prize of 2 cream eggs.  
The adults did enter but as usual they were no match for the 
children's efforts. Jo did kindly give them an egg for trying. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
  “He’s behind you…!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After the Easter bonnet competition we all sat around having a 
chat and playing board games. Jan had set out her jewellery 
store which Zoe shot over to like a moth to a flame! As Jan 
said, she is her best customer! That cost me £4, quite cheap 
really as the jewellery is very nice and it is all handmade.  I'm 
also a sucker when it comes to Zoe.  
 
Sunday evening we all 
took food for an 
American buffet. Our 
contribution was 
bagels and snacks, 
but there were so 
many yummy things 
that everyone brought 
for the night, I 
obviously I tried them 
all - well it would be 
rude not to!  
 
 
 
 
 



 
The entertainment for the evening was the Donkey Derby 
supplied by Phill and Anita.  This has been out on a couple of 
occasions before but we have missed it - it was great fun 
though! I was in the first race along with JB and Craig.  Jo 
thought I was a good bet and placed her money on me. This 
proved to be a big mistake as my donkey came in last! Don't 
think she will do that in future.   
 
Jo had a go towards the end of the night, she was up against 
Janet, Lynn and Christine. I never expected for one minute that 
Jo would win and placed my money on Lynn.  Guess what…. 
she strolled in to first place beating the others by miles - don’t 
think I will be hearing the last of that one for a while.   
 
There were numerous races throughout the evening, some we 
won money on and some we lost but it was a great night.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary means business as she 
prepares to win the “Old Fillies” 
race 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Craig and I had set up the Wii at the top end of the hall for the 
children, although I did see a few adults seeking to have a go, 
me included. Simone was the biggest kid! She loved the 
dancing game and was trying most of the night to beat Katie, 
who was amazing!  
 
Simone must have been getting tired towards the end of the 
evening though as I was beating her - or is it I am just a better 
dancer?  All in all a great night was had by everyone thanks to 
the efforts of all involved. 
 
Monday morning we awoke to rain and very murky skies. 
Fortunately Mike Smith had pre warned us of this the day 
before and advised us to take down our awnings, which the 
majority of us did.  
 
 At 11.00am we all congregated in the hall for coffee morning.  
There were the usual tea, coffee and biscuits but Simone had 
bought some hot cross buns along too… well it is Easter.  Dave 
Howarth ran the raffle - I'm sure he was keeping it in the family 
as the Smith's won 5 of the prizes! Janet won the adults 
competition, or should I say KitKat won the competition as 
apparently she did it.  She won a nice bottle of chardonnay. 
Janet also won the competition to count how many mini eggs 
were in the jar, guessing 154, and there were 155 - well done 
Janet!   
 
Dave and Christine got the plaque for longest tow, something 
Jo and I will never get living in the Midlands!  
 
All in all, another fantastic rally.  A big thank you to everyone 
for all your hard work 
 
Den, Jo and Zoe Kempson 
 
 
**************************************************************** 
 
 



 
Rally No.373  Rutland Camping & Caravanning Park 4th-7th May 
  
The run-in to this rally had been a little fraught. The original 
Stanford Hall (Loughborough) location had managed to lose all 
the details of the booking. This had lead to a switch to Stanford 
Hall (Lutterworth). Less than a week before the rally and the 
English weather put paid to that - cancelled due to 
waterlogging!  All was not lost however as Lynn Birch stepped 
in and hastily sorted out a new venue at Rutland C & C Park 
just off the A1 in Leicestershire. Eight vans converged over the 
Bank Holiday weekend marshalled by David and Sally, 
assisted by Ron and Mary. 
 

The usual coffee and biscuits on arrival had the added feature 
of being able to view the photos from David and Sally’s recent 
nuptials. Very good they are too. Five vans arrived on Friday 
with three joining on Saturday morning. When Neville and Doris 
(aka Colin and Jacqui) arrived on Friday evening we thought 
that maybe we had a new member or an interloper.  We 
subsequently discovered that they were the proud owners of a 
swanky new caravan. Guided tours took place over the 
weekend and very smart it looks. 
 

Being a Bank Holiday weekend Saturday was cold, wet and 
windy. We headed back up the A1 to visit Boundary Mills at 
Grantham but the Birch’s and Beers headed out to Spalding to 
watch the parade at the annual Flower Festival. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the 
“exceedingly good” 
floats at Spalding 
 
 
 



Saturday evening was a ‘Quingo’ night. This is a mixture of a 
quiz and bingo (geddit!). The ‘Kensmiths’ proved victorious but 
half way through the night all the power went off. David and 
Dennis were dispatched on a mission to find out what was 
going on and they got a right mouthful from the site 
owner/warden. Dennis was a bit upset as all he was asking 
was what the issue was and how long it might take to fix. 
Anyway, to everyone’s relief it came back on about half past 
eleven. 
 
Sunday brought a bit of sunshine but it was still a bit nippy. We 
took the bikes to Rutland Water which was very good if a little 
similar to Carsington. In the evening it was back to the 
marshal’s awning for a boys v girls quiz. I won’t say who won 
but there was a steward’s enquiry due to there being rounds on 
football and cars but no rounds on handbags and shopping. 
 
Monday’s coffee morning allowed us to find out how we’d done 
in the Pointless quiz which we received in our welcome letter. 
 
If you’ve seen this on the TV you will know that the objective is 
to score the lowest score by selecting the most obscure of the 
correct answers. We watch this program a lot so no surprise 
that we won but I was asked to mention Jo and Dennis as they 
came third and were very pleased.  
 
Zoe and Katie had to do a scavenging hunt and collect items in 
a shoe box each. Along with the usual ‘pine cone’ type things 
there were some unusual things like a bible to find. This proved 
quite a challenge but the girls made up their own bibles given 
the instructions did not specify a ‘holy’ bible.  Zoe’s version had 
commandments such as ‘We shall not complain about ‘no 
electricity’ and ‘We will not answer back to swearing site staff’. 
Dennis to take note! They also had to say why they liked 
caravanning and Katie went for the flattery method by saying 
the marshals were ‘awesome’. It worked anyway as both girls 
won large boxes of chocolates. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
Our 143 miles won the longest tow (the Howarths stayed at 
home!). Well done to David, Sally, Ron and Mary for a really 
enjoyable bank holiday weekend along with a big thank you to 
Lyn for finding us a site at such short notice.  
 
 
Mike & Gail Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



And finally, a blast from the past…… 
 
Rally no. 281      Drayton Manor, Tamworth        5th – 7th July 2002 
 
The marshals – Phill & Anita Yates, together with their assistants 
Kevin & Jane Martin, were tested initially – three unavoidable last 
minute cancellations meant we lost the company of Barbara & Andy 
Craft, David & Gill Jones and Brian & Carol Pittaway, plus their 
families. 
 
Arriving on site Phill, Anita, Claire & Sam found the field locked and 
donkeys quietly (although not for long) grazing!  Farmer to the 
rescue, donkeys moved to the next field.  All going well…. Kevin, 
Jane & Robert phone to say they are on the M42 approaching fast 
which is the cue for the heavens to open and down came the rain.  
Caravans are pitched, awnings erected, gazebo in place, Lynton flag 
proudly flying… still pouring with rain!  Then the Lynton signs have 
to be strategically placed… Oh dear, the lady in the house opposite 
the site entrance could not appreciate that Phill and Kevin were only 
trying to protect her lawn by hammering in a Lynton sign.  They 
reasoned that with the sign on her lawn the caravans couldn’t use the 
lawn when turning into the site!  The sign was moved… another 
success for our marshals. 
 
However, all comes good in the end – Friday lunchtime it stops 
raining and stays fine for the rest of the weekend.  The only members 
who are soaked after arriving are those who sample the thrills and 
frights of the adjoining Drayton Manor Theme Park – it seems most 
went back time and again to get a drenching! 
 
Graham & Sheila Brunt were the first to arrive with their 
granddaughter Maria – her parents Nick and Sarah joined us on the 
Saturday and almost ended up as winners of the quiz in the evening.   
They were joined in their team by Helen & Steve Ball – the team also 
known as “The Ball Bags” were just pipped into second place by 
“The Elddis Appreciation Society” alias Sue & Brian Farron and Sue 
& Paul Rowe. 
 



 
When Jack & Hazel Larbey arrived we wouldn’t have been surprised 
to see a police escort because of the abnormal length of their unit!  
There was even a sticker on the back of the Fleetwood warning of the 
extra long load. 
 
Phil & Dolly Oakes arrived with a new Bailey Wyoming – fixed bed 
and all – which was the signal for Jane & Kevin to descend for a 
guided tour… they had been scouring the country just to view this 
model as apparently Kevin gets fed up making the beds up each 
evening… we now wait to see if the existing California becomes a 
Wyoming. 
 
On Saturday most families disappeared for the whole day to the 
Theme Park… in theory for the benefit of the children, but it seemed 
afterwards that the parents were the bigger kids who kept going back 
for more! The names of the rides were scary enough… ‘Malestrom’, 
‘Apocalypse’, ‘Shockwave’, ‘Stormforce 10’ etc.  The ‘Apocalypse’ 
or ‘The Fifth Element’ as it is known this year, involves racking the 
riders 54 metres up outside of a tower and dropping them straight 
down at more than 4 Gs!!  Brian Farron couldn’t decide if he liked it 
or not, so went on it 6 ties just to make sure…. His hair was still on 
end later that evening.   
 
By late afternoon everybody was rounded up and their clothes wrung 
out after finishing up with the wettest rides of all having braved the 
white water torrents of Splash Canyon. 
 
The Saturday evening social started with a good fun general 
knowledge quiz.  Robert Martin and Claire Yates seemed to enjoy 
reading out the questions.  However, most of those assembled didn’t 
seem to enjoy hearing the answers – why is it memory and common 
sense go out of the window on these evenings?  
 
 
 
 



Maybe it was because the marshals in their notes for the weekend 
suggested that brains were optional!!  Wine and cheese were kindly 
supplied during and after the quiz which combined with the quantity 
of drink taken by those attending (Jan Yates found Morrisons had a 
special offer on a very palatable red wine!) resulted in some quite 
disgraceful scenes later in the evening.   
 
It is not the role of the reporters to spread gossip but the evening 
degenerated to the extent that ‘Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the Old 
Oak Tree’ became the theme song for the Lynton Gospel Singers.  
(Peter Rathbone still had to be convinced at coffee morning that he 
had improvised a guitar backing for that classic song). After that we 
all know those who ended up sitting on the floor in a rowing 
formation doing a version of ‘Oops Upside Your Head’ – the report 
of the rest of the evening has been edited. 
 
Coffee morning arrived too soon.  Jack & Hazel left early as Jack said 
he had to work.  However, we thought it more likely that the police 
had requested that they clear the motorway of their abnormal load 
before the afternoon home rush (only joking Jack).  There was the 
usual raffle with lots of goodies to be won, particularly a box of Black 
Magic that Anita had her eye on and as luck would have it, she won 
it.  Peter & June (contributions from Graeme, Suzy & Karen?) won 
the Lateral Thinking Brainteaser quiz.  Hannah won the Music quiz.  
Thomas, Maria & Ben dead-heated in the colouring competition but it 
was Ben’s name that was drawn out of the hat, which won the 
goodies.  We (Chris & Dave) were presented with a 25th Rally Plaque 
and the Longest Tow Award that we narrowly pinched from a number 
of others. 
 
Many thanks to Anita, Phill, Claire, Sam, Jane, Kevin & Robert for 
all their hard work.  It was much appreciated by all – a weekend that 
offered something for everybody – relaxing and good fun! 
 
Dave & Chris Milward 
 
  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bye, see you again soon………! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Produced by Steve Ball 
sjb100@btinternet.com 

 


