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From the Editor… 
 
Thanks once again to those who kindly sent photos for inclusion and 
for sending in your rally reports so promptly. If you have anything you 
would like to share in the next newsletter, please email me @ 
sjb100@btinternet.com 
 

                                  Steve 
 

Chairman’s Christmas Message  
 
Hi Everyone 
 

This year seems to have flown by, what with the Queen’s Jubilee 
celebrations, the Olympics and Paralympics. 
 

The rally marshals have had to contend with all sorts of adverse 
weather conditions and a few rallies have had to be relocated.  
Well done to Lynn for managing to sort them out.  
 

As ever the Lynton spirit shone through and nothing stopped us 
from getting out there and rallying. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the Committee 
members for their continued help and support.  Again, a big 
thank you to all who have run or assisted a rally. 
 

Hopefully the weather next year will be kinder to us.  
 

I look forward to seeing you all next year. 
 

With very best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 
 

Phill 
 
 
 



Message Board 
 
 
 
Membership Renewals  
 
Just a brief reminder to renew your membership by 1st January 
2013, and please send off your standing order mandates to your 
bank if you have yet to do so. Thank you. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
AGM 2013 
 
The 2013 AGM will be held at Kings Bromley Village Hall on 
Saturday 31st March at 1.00pm. There will be games, music 
and/or a quiz in the Hall in the evening courtesy of the Smiths 
and Howarths, with an American Supper – please bring some 
food for everyone to share. 
 
The Children’s Easter Egg hunt will be held on Sunday Morning 
and, weather permitting, Nev’s bouncy castle will be available for 
the weekend for children of all ages.  Nev & Jacqui and Helen & 
Steve have agreed to put their awnings together for the Sunday 
Evening where the Great Nevillo will entertain you with his Magic 
Tricks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rally Updates 
 

2013 Rally Programme 
 

8th - 10th March   Yew Tree Farm, Kidderminster 
 
28th March – 2nd April AGM Kings Bromley Showground 
 
3rd – 6th May   Lyme View Marina, Macclesfield 
 
25th May – 2nd June  Petruth Paddocks, Cheddar 
 
21st – 23rd June  Lapwing Hall Farm, Leek 
 
12th – 14th July   Bakewell Showground 
 
22nd – 27th August  Meon View, Upper Quinton 
 
20th – 22nd September Holme Valley, Holmfirth 
 
25th – 27th October  Red Lion, Haughton, Stafford 
 
Lynn currently has marshals for all the 2013 rallies so thank you 
all for volunteering.  Further details will be sent out with your 
renewal packs.  If any members have ideas for venues for 2014 
please contact Lynn on 01335 370153 or email 
birchlyn715@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Rally No. 377       Kings Lynn C & C Park       23rd – 28th August 

 
 

We arrived Thursday afternoon after a tiring 3 ¼ hour drive, to 
be enthusiastically greeted by our first-time marshals Craig & 
Simone and Brett & Julie, who having been settled in since 
Monday, were clearly very “chillaxed”.   As soon as we had 
manoeuvred the van onto our pitch, Simone placed a very 
welcome brew in our hands and offered us a biscuit – not just 
any old digestive this though (future marshals please note) – 
Fox’s chocolate coated in milk, plain or white… everyone’s 
favourites!  We didn’t even have to drag the aquarolls the 20 feet 
to the water tap as Brett had craftily utilised a hosepipe from the 
nearby shower block and filled them for us in situ.  Steve started 
putting up the awning and next thing he’d got a beer in his 
hand… that’s service for you! 
 
Not being able to put two awnings together because of “elf ‘n’ 
safety”, our enterprising marshals had come up with a very 
clever solution.  Brett sited his van and awning as normal, and 
Craig placed his awning on the facing side of his van, with space 
in between for tables and seating which gave the arrangement a 
continental bistro effect. On closer inspection we could now see 
why this had caused so much interest from other campers… 
Brett’s awning had been transformed into a portable film theatre 
& gaming arena, complete with Wii games, projector and 
massive screen that filled the one end. Craig’s was the relaxing 
Gentleman’s Lounge, elegantly furnished with two black 
inflatable  settees, (which conveniently converted to beds, 
providing luxurious sleeping arrangements for their daughters, 
Kirsty and Katie Y). Everyone was in awe, especially the 
surrounding tenters! 
 
We awoke to blue sky on Friday morning and decided to chill out 
on site in the sun for the day… Ahhh, this is the life...  
 



Brett stripped down to the waist and, to the amusement of 
onlookers (especially our Katie), belly-flopped onto the settee 
(now made into a bed), with a resounding splat!!  Fortunately no 
one was sitting on it at the time. 
 
Mike & Gail arrived after a gruelling 4 hour drive and chased 
away the blue sky.  Having sited the van next to us, poor Mike 
had to move it again as Gail quite rightly pointed out that it was a 
bit too close and she didn’t want to listen to Steve snoring in the 
night – a wise decision. Phill & Anita came after, along with the 
rain. Tired and frazzled after trawling in traffic for the last 20 
miles, they headed off to the pub for nourishment and returned 
later, relaxed and happier. The children sampled the Youngs’ 
Electronic Entertainment Emporium, (the Wii YEEE?) whilst the 
adults joined the marshals for drinks ‘n’ nibbles in the very 
comfortable Gentleman’s Lounge before retiring to bed. 
 
We decided on Saturday morning that we really ought to see a 
little bit of the area having travelled this far, so headed off for 
Hunstanton.  We were very surprised that we could park fairly 

close to the sea front without any 
restrictions.  It was very pleasant 
promenading and exploring the 
interesting nick-nack shops up in 
the town.  We bought Fish & 
Chips for lunch (two portions 
between three of us, because 
Katie & I didn’t think we could 
manage a whole one each…) sat 
down on the sea wall and tucked 
in.  Is it the sea air, or the fact that 

the fish is so gloriously fresh?  We wolfed the lot quicker than 
you could say “would you like salt ‘n’ vinegar on that?” and 
regretted not ordering the third portion.   
 
 



Whilst still licking our fingers, we noticed that the skyline on the 
horizon had turned an ominous shade of black and was heading 
our way… time to make our way back to the car.  No sooner had 
we started the engine, the very dark sky suddenly exploded with 
amazing lightning and thunder bolts, and boy did it rain!!!     
 
We couldn’t remember if we’d shut the roof light on the van and 
were a bit worried what we might find when we arrived back at 
the site.  It looked a bit like the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, 
large pools of water everywhere and our awning had collapsed 
due to the weight of the rain that had collected in a bulge. 
Thankfully, we had closed the  roof light – Phill & Anita were not 
so lucky!  Dennis, Jo & Zoe had arrived and pitched up just 
before the storm hit, only for Brett to brave the elements to tell 
them that they had left their car window open! The Entertainment 
& Gentleman’s Lounges were under water and the evening’s 
planned “Dessert Bowl” challenge looked in jeopardy.   
 
Not wishing to ruin his expensive trainers, Craig donned his 
wife’s bejewelled bright pink crocs for the rest of the day and cut 
a very dashing figure in his skimpy shorts… (yes, he did look a 
bit gay). The site owner didn’t bat an eyelid when he went to 
negotiate the use of the dry wooden rally hut for us.  “Its £20 a 
night and you can make me an offer for multiple nights.”  
Thinking on his sparkly feet, Craig said “…we want it for tonight, 
Sunday night and Monday morning, and I’ll give you £15…”  
When the owner finished laughing he settled for £40 all in, and a 
potential disaster was avoided.  Wii equipment relocated, we 
joined together in the rally hut for the “Dessert Bowl” challenge – 
lots of delicious desserts, gateaux, doughnuts and profiteroles 
washed down with lashings of cream, followed by bowling on the 
Wii.   
 
We were sorted into teams, with the winner of each team going 
through to the final.   



Lynn, Ron & myself were up first, none of us having 
(supposedly) played before.  Lynn and I sensed we were 
doomed to failure, when we both scored a strike on the practice 
bowl - never to be repeated.  Ron made it look as though he 
hadn’t a clue what he was doing, waving his wand about 
erratically, forgetting which button to press or when to release 
the trigger… However, we suspect this was just a smokescreen 
and he had been secretly practicing in the Entertainment 
Emporium because he went through to the final!  The overall 
winner was Katie Young, proving that practice makes perfect!   
  
The sun returned on Sunday and decided to stay around.  
Hooray!   Brett & Craig spent a very sweaty afternoon changing 
a wheel on Brett’s caravan after they noticed he had a flat tyre.  
The rest of us who chose to stay on site had fun playing 
volleyball, or in little Jack’s case, expertly weaving around on his 
little bike without pedals, called a Balance Buddy. A speeding 
vehicle appeared on the rally field stopping abruptly at the water 
tap.   Unfortunately, a young lad had been scalded when a kettle 
was knocked over his arm.  Within seconds he was surrounded 
by the Lynton Medical Emergency Team… there were only 8 
vans on the rally but the club was able to offer the assistance of 
a highly qualified Nurse/Midwife, at least two fully trained First 
Aiders, and a young trainee!  Reluctant to accept much help or 
advice, his Dad quickly despatched him to the nearby A&E.  
Thankfully, he didn’t appear to be too seriously injured and 
returned to the site later that afternoon.  
 
We all returned to the hut in the evening for drinks and nibbles 
and a few quiz rounds. The winning team of “Chair & Vice” (no 
explanations needed) were awarded a big tub of Celebrations - 
much to the dismay of Kirsty who believing they were a raffle 
prize, had spent a fortune on tickets in the hope of winning them!  
As is customary, the chocolates were shared around, so she 
didn’t entirely miss out. 
 



When Monday morning arrived, we gathered in the hut again for 
the usual cuppa and raffle. Armed with her wad of raffle tickets, 
Kirsty decided  that as the Celebrations were no longer up for 
grabs, she would like to win the very handsome green frog 
light… which suddenly became very popular with everyone else, 
causing a few “oohs” and “aahhs” as it became one of the last 
prizes to be won.  Kirsty did very well amassing several prizes, 
but the frog was eventually won by Zoe who graciously handed 
him over - what a star! 
 
The very difficult Famous Names Anagrams competition was a 
draw, with 20 out of 20 achieved by both the Kempsons and 
Smiths…. However, suddenly overcome by a niggling 
conscience, Jo confessed that they had resorted to consulting 
Google, so were quite rightly disqualified, leaving the Smiths the 
outright winners.  The Children’s Disney films competition was a 
draw between Zoe & Katie Y, and Ron & Mary came first in the 
Links competition. If you haven’t already guessed, the longest 
tow went to Mike & Gail with 174.8 miles. 
 
Our thanks to Craig, Simone, Kirsty & Daniel, and Brett, Julie, 
Amy, Katie & Jack for a fantastic rally. Everyone really enjoyed 
the Wii bowling and especially the desserts!  This was a very 
well organised rally, and  no one would have guessed it was 
their first marshalling experience.   
 
Mind you they have set the bar higher for the rest of us – from 
now on I expect a cup of tea in hand the minute we arrive and 
only the finest chocolate biscuits of course, a beer for Steve 
while the awning goes up, plus the aquarolls filled and….. 
haaaang on a minute…  WE will be assisting at the next rally 
and WE are marshalling the one after that so….  I just hope that 
none of you expect this level of service every time you rally!! 
  
Helen & Steve Ball 
 



Rally No 378   The Smallholding, Rugeley  14th-16th September 
 
 

With only living 25 miles away, the wife decided that I should 
turn up early on the Friday morning and get everything set up 
and ready in time to drive back and pick the rest of the young 
tribe up for 3pm. So like any good husband, I turned up at 11am 
to be greeted by Colin and Jacqui (and a cup of tea). I was then 
given the free range of the pitches, so having been left under 
water at Kings Lynn, I chose the top of the hill.  
With a little help from Colin, the van and awning was up and 
running in plenty of time to collect the wife and kids, plus 
Rhianna - the volley ball queen. 

 
Once we had arrived back most of the other vans were already 
set and the friendly banter had begun.  After our tea we all 
descended down to the joined awnings of Collin, Jacqui, Steve 
and Helen for very enjoyable get together where the beer flowed 
and some very good company was had. Although it seemed that 
most people were using mine and Craig’s table, as there were a 
lot of empty bottles on it at the end of the night! At around 11pm 
we all retired to our vans for a good night’s sleep. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Early Saturday morning we were woken to the usual “I’m awake” 
shout from Jack. The sun was shining outside and Ron’s flying 
plane was blowing in the wind, much to the amusement of Jack. 
We had arranged with Craig and Simone to have breakfast in 
the nearest Wetherspoons, so off we all went. I must admit it’s 
the best £4.99 I’ve spent. Having had our fill, we returned to the 
site and had a little rest, looking out onto The Chase - and what 
a beautiful part of the Country it is with the local deer roaming 
the area only 100 yards away. Myself, Julie and Jack went out 
for a little bike ride to work off our breakfast.  
 
When we arrived back, Mike and Gail had set out a pitch and the 
Volleyball was in full swing, so as ever we joined in.  
 

As I had turned up late I was put onto Rhianna’s side - as 
punishment I think. Although, she did manage to score a few 
points off her serve and, once she had forgotten about her nails, 
rallied to be quite a good player.  On the other side we had 
Simone trying to eat the ball even after her big breakfast! After 
hours of volleyball it was time for a short beer break and again to 
wonder at the amazing view. Colin and Steve had found a great 
chip shop that was so cheap it would have been rude not to 
order fish and chips for our tea, so that’s what we did! I must 
admit we didn’t have the large portions like Craig and Simone 
(she really must have been hungry), but they were really nice 
and went down a treat.  
 

Again we all went down to the awnings for the quiz of the week 
where we split into our little teams. The quiz was going well with 
all teams neck and neck until round six, when Steve forgot to 
give us any answer sheets - so a large amount of playful abuse 
was given out and I don’t think he will make that mistake again. 
The funniest part of the quiz was Ron’s answer to “What does 
GSOH mean?” and his answer was “Good Sex on Holiday” 
much to the amusement of us all. At the end of the quiz, all the 
results were in and the kids won!! So congratulations to them all 



- just goes to show that the schools must be doing something 
right or the rest of us are getting too old to remember! 
 

Again the beer flowed and the chatter went on until we returned 
to our van for another night’s sleep. 
 

Sunday morning soon came around and after the usual Sunday 
morning tidying up and clearing up of the van and awning, we 
went down to the coffee morning, where the raffle went well 
apart from Simone bullying Lynn into swapping their prize (tut 
tut). The longest tow was won by Dave, Sally and Luke the dog 
who was the rally guard dog for the weekend, and what a good 
job he did wagging his tail to anyone that approached.  
 
The competitions were all themed on the Olympics, and the 
adults’ quiz winners were Gill and Dave. The kids’ winner was 
Katie B with Jack winning the colouring-in prize for his age group 
- being the only one in that age group he’s on to a winner every 
rally.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Winners Jack and Katie climb the podium 
to receive their medals and prizes. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Unfortunately, no plaques were 
given out due to Neville 
misplacing them while 
decorating….. He put them in a 
safe place so that he would not 
lose them!!! 
 
 
                                                         
                                (“D’oh!!!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After the rally had finished I treated 
Katie, Rhianna and Julie to Go Ape 
(they need an over 18 and I was too fat 
for the trees). Julie had bruises for days 
after, but fair play for doing it.  
 
All in all this was a great rally and I 
would like to thank Nev, Jacqui, Steve, 
Helen and Katie for all their hard work 
in making this rally so good. 
 
Thanks, Brett. 
 

 
 



 
 
Rally No 379  Hampton House Farm, Kineton  19th-21st October 
 
Time for the last rally of 2012.  We arrived to the lovely setting of 
Hampton House Farm and the warm welcome of the marshals 
Steve and Helen and their assistants Phill and Anita. There was 
an excellent turnout of 14 vans - the last to arrive on the 
Saturday morning was Jo, towing for the first time. She did well 
not stopping across the field, which was rather damp underfoot. 
 
Saturday started cloudy but got better as the day progressed 
with people mostly visiting Wellesbourne Market. Colin seemed 
to buy an endless supply of pork scratchings.  
 
We went into Kineton to get 
some milk but upon hearing 
gunfire, investigated further 
to find the re-enactment of 
the Battle of Edgehill  (23rd 
October 1642) between the 
Parliamentarians and the 
Kings Army.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
This apparently was the 
first major action of the 
Civil War in England. 
(Enough of that history 
lesson!)  
 
 



 
 
 
 
When we got back it was time for the Cookie Challenge! This 
has been a long standing bit of friendly rivalry between Steve 
and Helen and us, which usually ends up with me scouring the 
shelves in the supermarkets to come up with a better cookie 
than we had last time! Steve confidently told Andy he had found 
a new supplier… what could we do? ...time was running out. He 
had a brainwave - why not order online, perhaps one of 
London’s world famous stores provided this service too. So we 
sat down to our coffee with the contribution from the Balls… an 
Aldi chocolate cookie which was scrummy. (and only 99p!...Ed) 
 
 
 
Now for our 
cookie, 
unleashed from 
layers of bubble 
wrap...post haste 
from….  
 
 
 
…Harrods!  
 
 
 
 
I must admit I was a little disappointed, although it had a nice 
buttery taste. Our cookies might have cost slightly more than the 
Aldi ones (slightly...?) but they were worth every penny for the 
look on Steve and Helen’s faces.  We have now closed our 
challenge, deciding to call it a draw.   



 
The evening brought on the traditional Lynton Quiz. There was a 
twist! You could gamble points on the last question of each 
round, of course you didn’t know the question till you had 
gambled your points, 1,2 or 3.  At one stage during the quiz for 
the first time ever, one team had minus points!  
 
The winners were “The Yates and Not Yates” consisting of Phill, 
Adrian, Jan and Jo with Zoe and Katie. 
 
Coffee morning came all too quickly with the usual raffle and the 
announcement of the winners of the Adult’s competition, Mike 
and Gail Smith along with the winners of the Children’s 
competition which was split into younger and older age groups, 
the younger winner was Jack Young, not to be outdone as his 
sister Katie won the older age group. The longest tow went to 
Dave and Gill Howarth.  A special mention to Mike and Gail who 
have managed to attend every rally for the third year running. 
 
Many thanks to Marshals Steve, Helen, Thomas and Katie Ball 
and their assistants Phill and Anita Yates for a fantastic rally. 
 
Barbara, Andy, Matthew and Adam Craft. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
And finally, a blast from the past…… 
 
Rally No 255 Cranage Village Hall, Holmes Chapel  24th-26th March 2000 
 
A steady stream of 24 vans arrived on Friday, a good turnout so early 
in the year.  Unfortunately, the Rally Assistants Neil & Denyse 
Croston, were unable to attend as Denyse was ill.  Peter Rathbone, the 
Rally Marshal, played “hooky” and so he spent the rest of Friday 
afternoon avoiding a fellow teacher, who was driving past the site on 
their way home from school. 
 
We had full use of the hall for the weekend, which proved to be a 
godsend on Saturday. Children’s activities were organised and these 
included computer games, Scalextrics and blow-up plastic (?!)  All of 
the children joined in, including some “big kids”.  At 7.00pm June 
Rathbone turned up for the American Supper only to find that she was 
the only one there – Peter had changed the time and had informed 
everyone except his own wife. 
 
Dave Howarth managed to lock himself out of his caravan and so 
Graham Brunt was dispatched off home for his locksmith equipment.  
Before long a huge crowd had gathered wielding torches and keys.  
Eventually a window was opened, using an ingenious tool made from a 
wire coat hanger.  Only when Dave’s rear end was seen flying through 
the window did the crowd finally disappear – Do you think they’re 
trying to tell you something, Dave? 
 
Multi-talented rallier, Brian Farron provided evening entertainment.  
To begin with he put on a magic show for the children, which 
mesmerised everyone.  Next came a quiz that included catchphrases 
and TV theme tunes, which Jan Yates won after a tiebreak.  Our own 
version of Play Your Cards Right was won by Jane Harrop.  It was 
over quickly despite the audience’s off-putting shouts of ‘higher’ and 



‘lower’.  The jokers in our pack, Mark Huxley and Dave Howarth were 
seen sporting silly hats (wrong rally boys – Easter is not for 3 weeks!)   
Karaoke went down well, with the usual suspects and even a few first 
offenders taking part.  Thanks go to Brian for a most enjoyable 
evening. 
 
Coffee Morning soon rolled round, all too quickly in my opinion.  In 
the raffle a record was set for the highest number of people winning 
back their own prizes.  Bernard and Julie Walker won the Early Bird 
quiz with Brian & Sue Farron winning the photo competition. The 
Longest Tow, despite being very close, went to Andy & Barbara Craft 
and Jackie Butterworth received her first rally plaque – she had never 
towed before, having only bought the caravan six days previously. 
 
Thanks go to Peter, June, Graeme, Suzy & Karen for an excellent and 
entertaining rally.  Our thanks also go to Neil and Denyse who spent a 
lot of time behind the scenes helping to make the rally the huge success 
that it was. 
 
Natalie Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Merry Christmas and  
A Happy New Year 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Bye, see you again soon………! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Produced by Steve Ball 
sjb100@btinternet.com 

 
 
 


