
Lynton Caravan Club 
AGM  

Uttoxeter Racecourse 
Sunday 5th April 2015 @ 12.30pm 

Present: Helen Ball  Chairman/Minute Secretary 
  Colin Willis  Vice Chairman 
  Dave Howarth Treasurer 
  Lynn Birch  Rally Co-ordinator 
  Dennis Kempson Membership Secretary 

Mr Mike Smith, Mrs Sheila Brunt, Mr Graham Brunt, Mr David de Schoolmeester, 
Mrs Sally de Schoolmeester, Mrs Joanne Kempson, Mrs Pam Ball, Mr Graham 
Ball, Mr John Birch, Mrs Gill Howarth, Mr Steve Ball 

1) Apologies: Mr & Mrs P Yates, Mr & Mrs K Martin, Mr & Mrs A Craft, Mr & 
Mrs A Yates, Mrs J Bowring, Mrs J Willis, Mrs G Smith, Mr & Mrs R Beers 

2) Minutes AGM Cannock Woods, Sunday 20th April 2014: Mrs Jo Kempson 
proposed that the Minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting, 
seconded by Mr Mike Smith, and signed by the Chairman. 

3) Matters Arising: i) New flag/pennant: Helen advised that Sally 
had mentioned at the previous AGM about the flag being a bit tired and it was 
suggested that we could maybe look at sourcing a new one.  However, on 
reflection the committee felt  they were quite happy with the existing flag and 
bearing in mind the small membership numbers at the moment it wasn’t 
justified in spending on a new flag at this time.  However, it was pointed out 
that we hadn’t completely ruled out a new flag and it could be reconsidered in 
the future. 

ii) Website: Helen announced that we have a new website under 
construction.  We have paid for 2 years hosting at a total of £86.11 inc VAT 
which means our domain name is free for 2 years also.  However, there will be 
a small charge in subsequent years.  The domain name is 
www.lyntoncaravanclub.co.uk which is very easily searchable on Google.  She 
explained that the site is in a very embryonic stage at the moment but is 
confident that we will end up with a very professional easy to use site which 
will make the club slicker and possibly attract new members.    

The proposal is that there will be a public area of the website with a “Home” 
Page and an “About Us” Page, basically telling visitors to the site who we are 
and what we do, with access to the current year’s rally programme. We will 
have a members only password protected area giving specific rally information, 
club documents and newsletters which can be uploaded/downloaded in pdf 
format for members to access and print off.   

http://www.lyntoncaravanclub.co.uk


The intention is also to have a facility to book onto rallies and our thinking at 
this stage is to have a blog type page to do this. Therefore, marshals can just 
log onto the site and all members can see who is attending the rally. 

There will also be a facility for prospective members to contact us via email, 
and having just one email account that the committee members can all access 
is probably the safest, so that we don’t get bombarded with spam and phishing 
emails.  We are also hoping to have a gallery page/area where members can 
upload their own photos.   However, Helen would like to stress that if we are 
not happy with anything with the website, or if something isn’t working for us 
it can be changed at any time. 

She reiterated her confidence that this will be a very professional website and 
a great asset to the club and will let everyone know as soon as it is live. 

4) Chairman’s Report: i) 400th Rally:  Helen reminded members that 
the 13th April is the absolute final date for booking onto the 400th and advised 
that we have 12 members booked at the moment.  She also pointed out that 
members will need to pay for their own drinks on the night and asked if anyone 
would be buying bottles of wine to pay for it as they order please. 

iii) Exemption Certificate: Helen advised that Phill sent on documentation from 
Natural England to renew our Exemption Certificate.  However, Natural England 
have made a mistake and Helen has confirmed with them that our certificate is 
still valid and not renewable until January 2016.  However, whilst perusing the 
(32 page) document Helen felt it would be useful to adopt their recommended 
Code of Conduct as our own – with a few amendments to their wording as it is 
written rather like the 10 Commandments.  She asked that members read 
through the copies handed out and proposed that in order to simplify things for 
future incumbents of  the role of Chairman, the Club accept this to run 
alongside our own existing Club Rules and Constitution.  There were no 
objections raised and the members agreed. 

5) Treasurer’s Report: Dave advised that the ACCEO renewal email had 
inadvertently been sent to an old email address and so had lapsed. He 
confirmed however that this has now been renewed and he has the ACCEO 
certificate. 

He advised that the club made a small profit of £20 last year and explained 
that the difference in the rally expenses which were up from £34 to £304 were 
because of the ‘chippy night’ at the last AGM and a small £10 donation made at 
the Early Bird rally.  He advised that the Club was not doing bad with £3347 in 
the bank and asked if there were any questions.  There were none. 



6) Rally Co-Ordinator’s Report:  Lynn  started by thanking all the 
Marshals and advised that she still requires volunteers to marshal a couple of 
rallies this year. 
She reminded members that the cost of this rally is £8.10 per night which is an 
odd figure but it includes VAT.       

The Rempstone rally in July will be £32 for the weekend which runs Thursday to 
Monday, and this also includes entrance to the Fair.  This is for 2 adults and up 
to 3 children – any more or visitors will have to pay extra.   

She advised that she is considering booking the Isle of Wight for the Holiday 
rally next year if enough members are interested.   It was agreed that she 
should get more information together about block ferry bookings etc. and come 
back to the members with  a better idea of costs before proceeding. 

7) Membership Secretary’s Report: Dennis advised that we are now a very 
small club and seem to be getting smaller, noting that in 2012 we had 29 
members, which was probably due to the influx from GKN, however this year 
we are down to 17.  He added that whilst this sounds concerning, the clubs 
finances are actually not down that much and the club is well managed.  He is 
confident that the club can continue to pay its way although he conceded that 
whilst we are “holding our own” it does put some pressures on us to get rally 
marshals. 

8) Nominations for Committee: None.   

Helen asked for the committee to step down and requested a proposal from the 
floor for that the committee be re-elected en bloc.  Graham Brunt proposed, 
seconded by Mike Smith. 

Graham Brunt then proposed a Vote of Thanks be extended to the committee 
for all the hard work they do which was warmly received.  Helen then extended 
her thanks to the committee as well as to  the members without whom there 
would be no club. 

9) Any Other Business:  Dave advised that we do not currently have 
any window stickers and explained that he is having difficulties obtaining the 
non sticky type and that the supplier no longer produces them.  Graham 
questioned whether it is still in ACCEO rules that members need to display their 
club badge and after some discussion it was felt that we could possibly utilise 
the laminated cards that some members had a few years ago, particularly as 
this would be more cost effective than window stickers.  

10) Date of Next Meeting: Sunday 27th March 2016  at Cannock Woods @ 
12.30pm


