
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Lynton Herald 
The best Newsletter that money can’t buy. 

 

SPRING 2017 
 



From the Editor… 
 

Well here is the long awaited first newsletter of the year. Thank you for 
your rally reports, and please keep sending in photos. Thanks to Marcus 
for the atmospheric shot of the Uttoxeter rally field featured on the front 
page.  As always, if you have anything you would like published, 
whether it’s something to sell or especially some juicy gossip to share, 
please email:  
 

  stevenhelenball@virginmedia.com 
 

                                  Steve 
 

 
Message Board 

 
Please note that the 2017 AGM Minutes & List of Officers are 
available to download from the website. 
 

2018 Rally Programme 
 

Provisionally booked: 
AGM  -      Stratford upon Avon Racecourse 
Holiday Rally -   Salisbury (north of New Forest) 
tbc -    Buzzards Valley Vineyard Nr Sutton 
tbc -    Lyme View Marina, Macclesfield 
August Bank Holiday - Malvern 
September -   Sherwood Forest 
 
Please note that all of these are subject to confirmation as Jo is 
still finalising the Rally Programme for next year, but if you can 
help with marshalling or have a possible venue please get in 
touch: Tel: 01827 892753 Mob: 07720 435783 
  Email:  joanne_kempson@yahoo.com 
 
 



Rally No: 415       Lady Heyes Park, Frodsham      17th-19th March 

 
 
About 4 weeks before the rally Gail and I had visited the site to do 
a “recce” so when we arrived on Thursday evening we knew 
where we were going and where everything was. David and Sally 
had been in touch and had arrived before us and were already 
sorted. This proved to be a great benefit as it started to pour with 
rain as I was putting the awning up and David very kindly came 
and helped. It was a bit windy too and poor chap got a centre pole 
bounced off his head in the process - the perils of caravanning! 
 
This site is new to Lynton and proved to be very good indeed. 
Super shower and toilet block with under floor heating, plug and 
water on each pitch - not what we are used to.  Also, got to say 
that the service from all the staff was exceptionally friendly. 
 
Friday morning marked the arrival of other Lyntoneers and by 
close of play we were at six members, with just newbies Claudia 
and Marcus due on Saturday morning. This lovely couple are 
friends of Dennis and Jo (although Marcus also knows Nev as he 
used to work at GKN).  
 
Sadly Steve and Helen had set off only to suffer brake issues with 
the car, which led them to have to turn back.  
(I assured Helen that I’d fixed it…) 
 
Natalie had dropped grandchildren William and James with us on 
Friday evening and Saturday morning saw them cycling around 
the site on their new bikes. Across the way from the site was an 
indoor play barn for small children and Gail had said she would 
take the boys for an hour so that I could get some ‘me’ time to 
read the paper.  
 



I was surprised that they returned to the caravan quite quickly. 
Gail had claimed the discount available to those staying on the 
Lady Heyes site, however, the owner had insisted on Gail 
producing her gate card which she had left with me (in case I 
needed it). Gail’s appeal for common sense went unheard so she 
decided to not bother and come back. The two boys however 
were disappointed and wanted to go back, so Gail (reluctantly) 
trudged back, this time with gate card in hand. The owner then 
took exception to being referred to as a “jobsworth” and promptly 
said that Gail and the boys were not allowed in!  
 
It then fell to me to have to take the boys for their hour’s play 
(leaving Gail to get some ‘me’ time - was it a ruse? We’ll never 
know).  So, banned from the soft play area - a Lynton first! 
 
It rained most of the rest of Saturday, so it was a bit slushy in the 
awning on Saturday night. However, the team Pictionary went 
down well (with Claudia and Marcus joining in as though old 
stagers) and David struggling with the concept of boys v girls, i.e., 
he kept giving answers to ladies’ clues. We finished with ‘Higher 
and Lower’ and Chase the Ace with Jacqui and Jo being the 
respective victors. 
 
Sunday morning brought the first Lynton coffee morning of the 
season and (hurray) it had stopped raining. David and Sally (as is 
normal these days) collected the longest tow. The British Service 
Stations anagram quiz was a dead heat between John and Lynn, 
David and Sally and Nev and Doris. All got one (different one) 
wrong but John and Lynn had their entry picked out to win the 
chocs.  Finally a first rally plaque to Claudia and Marcus and a big 
thank you to everyone who braved the weather for a fun weekend 
to kick off the season. 
 
Mike & Gail Smith 

 



Rally No: 416  Easter & AGM Uttoxeter Race Course 13-17th April 
 

 
 
Ralliers started arriving during the day on Thursday, and once set 
up some of the early birds, John & Lynn Birch; Steve, Helen & 
Katie Ball; Graham & Pam Ball; David & Sally DeSchoolmeester 
and Mike & Gail Smith visited the local public house, The Dapple 
Grey, and enjoyed drinks and a meal off their ‘2 for 1’ menu. 
Afterwards they returned to the hired hall to carry on chatting 
drinking and sharing nibbles. 
 
We arrived Friday afternoon after Dennis, Jo & Zoe Kempson and 
Marcus & Claudia Tichauer, and once we had set up, we enjoyed 
a nice cup of tea and hot cross buns with the rest of the ralliers in 
the hall - thanks to John & Lynn Birch for laying on the hot cross 
buns.   
 
Friday evening was a nice relaxing evening with a chance to 
catch up with friends and partake in the usual drinking and nibbles 
session.  
 
 
 



 
It was made all the bit funnier when Steve & Helen Ball came 
back from visiting the loo in a fit of giggles and Steve admitted to 
falling over (well walking into) a sawn down tree trunk that was 
almost as big as him. 
 
 
 
 
(What sort of an idiot 
leaves a dirty great tree in 
the middle of the path..?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday was a nice relaxing day. Ourselves and Mike & Gail 
Smith were visited by family members, proudly showing off our 
Grandchildren.   
 
We were also joined on Saturday afternoon by our newest 
member to the Lynton Caravan Club, Karen Cottrill, who arrived 
with her two dogs. Steve Ball and me helped Karen get sited and 
set up, sorting out a few teething problems along the way as 
Karen is fairly new to caravanning.  
 
Saturday evening myself and Mike Smith hosted a Race Night 
which consisted of two parts. The first part was betting on horse 
racing projected onto a screen - the winners of this was the family 
that won the most money, and that was the Kempsons.  
 



 
The second part of the evening was everyone taking part in racing 
each other with wind along horses. In every race the jockeys paid 
money to enter and the winning jockey won the pot - this was very 
entertaining, especially at the end when we had a knock out 
competition, where husbands and wives or couples sat face to 
face and had to wind their horse along one each side of the same 
winder, very funny to watch.  
 
The finalists were Dennis & Zoe Kempson & Jo Kempson and me 
(as my other half had gone to watch Disney on Ice). The final was 
won by Jo & me, although we did have a bit of a head start as 
people thought Dennis & Zoe should be handicapped - but 
looking at the winning margin, we probably would have won 
anyway.  
 
 
Sunday morning started with the 
customary Easter Egg hunt, 
thanks to Dennis & Jo Kempson 
for organising it. This year the 
winner was Lily Moulton who 
found her eggs first with the 
help of me, second home was 
Zoe Kempson, followed by Katie 
Ball with JB the last one to 
return with his three eggs.  
 
 
Then it was time for the AGM - Dave Howarth travelled down for 
the meeting as he and Gill had been unable to rally with us this 
year due to work commitments. It was also nice to see Ron & 
Mary Beers who also travelled over to us to attend the AGM.  
 
 



 
 
Sunday evening started with an American Supper, followed by a 
night of gambling as myself, Mike Smith & Steve Ball hosted a 
Casino Night.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
“Are you sure these 
odds are right 
Neville…?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The overall winners were Graham & Pam Ball, beating Dave & 
Sally DeSchoolmeester by only eight chips. After the Casino Night 
was over Mike kindly entertained us by singing and playing the 
guitar, with some of us having a sing-a-long. 
 



All too soon it was Monday and time for coffee morning. The 
customary raffle kicked things off, followed by the longest tow 
plaque being awarded to David & Sally DeSchoolmeester for 
travelling 85 miles. The envelope competition was won by me & 
Doris (with the help of Sam & Craig).  
 
There was also the presentation of three more rally plaques, the 
first going to our newest member of the club, Karen Cottrill who 
received her First Rally plaque. The second was a belated 
presentation to Dennis, Jo & Zoe Kempson for completing 50 
rallies and finally the third, also a belated presentation, was for 
completing 100 rallies, and that was awarded to Graham & Pam 
Ball.  
 
Then followed the packing up, saying goodbye and hitting the 
road for everyone to head back home. Unfortunately, that worked 
really well for everybody except us. When we hitched the 
caravan onto the car, the brake lights on the caravan wouldn’t 
work and we had some right weird and wonderful things going on.  
 
We eventually got them working in a fashion with the help of 
Steve & Helen Ball, and then the car wouldn’t start - CPU engine 
fault? - which puzzled us all as I had used it to go to the Elsan 
point not 5 minutes earlier. (There were different lights flashing, 
clicking noises and alarms buzzing all over the place - it was like 
something out of the Twilight Zone.) Anyway to cut a long story short 
I suspected the car battery was knackered, so I phoned the RAC 
and Steve, Helen & Katie left for home while we waited.  
 
The guy carried out several checks and confirmed the battery was 
no good, as it only had 3 volts of charge in it! So after shelling out 
and having a new battery fitted to the car, we were eventually on 
our way home.  
 



Yet another excellent AGM rally. Thank you to all the Committee 
members for your help and support and for organising things over 
the weekend - and also a special thank you to Mike Smith and 
Steve Ball for their assistance with the Saturday and Sunday 
evening entertainment.  
 
The Committee hopes that everyone enjoyed themselves on this 
rally and we’re all looking forward to the next one.  
 
Nev & Doris 
 
 
{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{} 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Rally No: 417      St Owen’s Cross, Hereford    28th April – 1st May 

 
Reports from members who had kindly took the time and effort to 
preview this site were saying that it was a very narrow road when 
approaching and tight to get in - well they were not wrong. It was 
not as bad as I thought, but if you were to meet another vehicle it 
would have been interesting.   
 
After saying all of this, once we pulled onto the site it was well 
worth the effort! The setting was beautiful and so peaceful. 8 
caravans and a massive field - the grass was mown to perfection 
and all we could hear were birds singing, of course that was in 
between the other noise known as Neville!! 
 
Talking of Neville, it’s only fair that I mention that he was late 
arriving and he was the Marshal (maybe there was a canal 
somewhere in the vicinity). Fortunately we have Graham & Sheila 
to rely on who were no doubt enjoying the peace and quiet. After 
saying this, Neville had done a great job of saving Jo & myself a 
pitch next to them which meant we had power for Jo’s machine 
during the night enabling her to sleep well. 
 
We set up and had a nice cuppa in Neville & Doris’s awning 
(Doris makes the best cup of tea) as we sat there Mike & Gail 
arrived and started to pitch up. It was all going to plan until we 
noticed their caravan swivel on its axis and drop on one side. For 
some reason it had fallen off the levelling ramp on the near side - 
then we all noticed Gail coming out of the van - she had been 
sitting on the toilet at the time and can definitely say she felt the 
earth move! Obviously we were all very concerned…. actually as 
you would all expect, we all fell about laughing; then in true 
Lynton fashion everyone helped to get their van back on its ramp 
and levelled up. 



Our new member Karen was last to arrive and set up without any 
hiccups - well except for finding out she had a flat battery. We did 
try to charge it but unfortunately it was past recovery and I think it 
will be a trip to Halfords when she gets home.   
 
Friday night we all got together in Nev & Doris’s awning for a drink 
or two, it was nice to see everyone again. Jan & Adrian were at 
this one, we don’t see them often so it was nice to catch up and 
find out what they have been up to.  After a good night’s sleep I 
got up quite early, well I was earlier than Jo that’s for sure. It’s not 
often Jo sleeps in longer than I do but the site was so peaceful 
and we had not got the background drone of the generator to 
worry about so why not.  After a lovely breakfast and a few cups 
of tea Jo and I decided to go out and see some sights. There is 
plenty to see in this area so we were a bit spoilt for choice. We 
always wanted to go to the Forest of Dean so off we went. It was 
well worth the visit and although Jo could not walk as much as 
she would have liked, we both enjoyed it.   
 
When we got back on site Nev had put the kettle on so we joined 
him in his awning along with Steve & Helen. The tea was lovely 
but Nev let us down with the biscuits, not a chocolate one in sight!  
 
Saturday night was Fish & Chips Night. This time we all sat in the 
warmth and comfort of our own vans. Nev did a great job and as 
usual, we ordered too much but, with Helen’s top tip of reheating 
the chips in the oven the next day, they did not go to waste. 
 
Around 8pm we all congregated in the Marshals awning for a 
quiz. Nev did a multi-choice quiz, which is always better for Jo 
and myself - it gives us a 50% chance of getting a correct answer! 
Our team didn’t win but it was a close call for a change and a 
good night was had by all. 
 



Sunday morning Jo’s sister and 
brother-in-law came to visit us, so 
obviously we had a full English 
again, (well it would be rude not 
to) and after filling our faces we 
all went out sightseeing.  This 
time it was Symonds Yat.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Like I said, there is so much choice 
when it comes to exploring in this 
area and this one was beautiful. 
Whilst exploring we found a pub and 
obviously I didn’t want to go in, but I 
had to go along with the majority. 
Glad I did as the real ale was 
perfect.   
 
 

 
 
 
After dinner we gathered for the night’s activities and this time it 
was a throwback to the 80’s. Neville had organised “Play Your 
Cards Right” which, when considering the average age of our 
members, this was a great idea because we all knew exactly what 
to do. Neville is the perfect host and a great night was had by all 
and obviously it would not be the same without the dolly dealer 
Doris.   



After the entertainment we were served doughnuts. I had one or 
maybe two but Neville and Jan had a competition of eating a 
doughnut without licking their lips and, I have to say, Jan failed 
miserably. Neville put the whole doughnut in his mouth in one go 
(shock), therefore, did not lick his lips and won. Well practiced I 
would say. 
 
At Coffee morning we all ate too many biscuits as usual - actually, 
is that possible? The Balls won the envelope quiz and as usual 
Mike & Gail won the longest tow, which could change going 
forward with some of the new sites we are visiting - well they have 
done their fair share of travelling long distances and it will give 
some of us a chance to get this award.  I think it’s fair to say that 
no one wanted to leave this site as the setting was perfect and it 
will be one for the future. 
 
A big thank you to our hosts who yet again organised, and ran, a 
perfect rally, thank you again Neville & Doris.  
 
Jo & Dennis 
 
8888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 

 
 
 
   

ALKO Side Lift Jack 
  Absolutely Brand New  

Straight from ALKO  
£60 

Tel: 01789 840537 
Email:     

stevenhelenball@virginmedia.com 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bye, see you again soon………! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Produced by Steve Ball  
stevenhelenball@virginmedia.com 


