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From the Editor… 
 
 

We’ve had a fantastic start to the season with rallies well attended. 
  
Please remember to send in your rally reports promptly, and thanks 
for your photos – the newsletter wouldn’t be the same without 
them.  If you have anything you want to share with us, please 
email:  
 

  stevenhelenball@virginmedia.com 
 

                                  Steve 
 

 
Message Board 

 
2019 Rally Updates 

 

 
21-23 June  Marbury Country Park 
    New Marshalls Mike & Gail/Pete & June 
 

Important:  Following advice from the Ranger at Marbury 
Country Park, please avoid Northwich if travelling from South 
as there are some steep hills/sharp bends to negotiate – 
please follow directions from North via Junction 10 M56. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Rally No. 432   Yew Tree Farm, Kidderminster 8th-10th March 
 

We made plans to get away early on Friday Morning once 
the rush hour traffic had died down, but we all know how that 
goes – it wasn’t work commitments this time, but firstly the 
gas man wanting to read the meter… which meant 
dismantling & then rebuilding the security barricading on our 
half built extension so he could access it… then almost at 
the point of hitching up, the lovely morning sunshine seemed 
to bring out all of our amiable neighbours one by one, all 
eager to stop and chat. Hey ho!  
 

When we eventually arrived on site we were delighted to see 
that Dennis & Jo Kempson were already there.  They had 
asked Dave & Sally not to tell anyone they would be going, 
so that they could surprise us all.  We were all really glad to 
see them rallying again and enjoyed catching up, having not 
seen them for the last 12 months - although there is a lot 
less of the incredibly shrinking Jo these days, she looks 
amazing after being put onto different medication, honestly 
you would walk by her in the street! 
 

Graham & Sheila came along next, closely followed by Colin 
& Jacqui and we all settled in our warm & toasty caravans as 
the sun was replaced by grey clouds and it became 
increasingly cold, breezy & showery. Later on we spotted an 
interloper on the rally field and Dave ‘the Evictor’ wandered 
over.  Paul & Tina had been able to join the rally after all, but 
had been unable to get in touch to let anyone know.  
Considering there were no signs or flag up, they did very 
well to find us, and naturally, we were all really pleased to 
see them.  As tea time approached, Steve mooted that he 
fancied going for fish & chips, but being less keen on that 
option, I suggested a meal at the Plough Inn just up the road 
from the site.  When mentioning it to Colin & Jacqui they 



thought it was a great idea and so we jumped in the car to 
drive the few hundred yards up the road (well it was raining) 
and were pleasantly surprised to find that we could have a 3 
course meal for £10 each.  Our bargain loving Chairman was 
so impressed that he booked a table for us for the following 
evening too!  We returned to our Marshals’ awning for a few 
drinks and chat and, even though we had eaten 3 courses, 
still found ourselves picking at the crisps & nibbles. (well, you 
did Helen…).  
 

On Saturday we visited the picturesque town of Bewdley and 
strolled down to the river, quickly retreating from the icy blast 
of wind that met us there, and found ourselves in the 
Bewdley Museum.  We learned some very interesting facts 
about the town’s history and enjoyed demonstrations of rope 
making and a recently discovered Anderson Air Raid shelter, 
along with a brass foundry, the old town “lock ups” (yes, I 
was tempted to leave Steve there) and stocks.  There were 
several craft shops, interactive displays for children and a 
café and shop – all for free admission! 
 

We decided to walk to the Plough 
this time with access from the top 
of the neighbouring field. After 
eating starters and then loading 
our plates with carvery pork, beef, 
turkey & ham plus all the 
trimmings (Colin’s resembled a 
Desperate Dan cow pie) we were 
too stuffed to manage our 
desserts, so opted for the “to go” 
option and arrived back in time for 
Sally’s Quingo game, a mixture of 
bingo with quiz questions.   
 

      ….and he cleared his plate! 
 
 



Split into two teams Colin, Jacqui, Paul, Tina & Steve versus 
Jo, Dennis, Sheila, & Me with a bit of help from Dave (poor 
Graham was under the weather and stayed in the van).  It 
was all a very close run thing and went to a tie breaker in the 
end.  Some of the questions were a bit challenging and we 
did have a chuckle when Colin had answered “false” to the 
question whether Israel certified that their postage stamps 
were kosher… because of his theory that ‘in some countries 
the glue used is poisonous!’ It was a bit like when Dave 
Howarth said that ‘moles live in bushes…’ aaahh bless. 
 

We saw Graham for the first time at Coffee morning, and 
thankfully he was back to himself, having the van hitched up 
ready to go off to Llandudno for the rest of the week.  The 
weather was still blustery but dry, although the forecast 
wasn’t great. Sally did mention “they have snow in the 
North”…. After the raffle was dispensed, Paul & Tina were 
awarded the longest tow and surprisingly weren’t heckled by 
those members who had actually booked onto the rally – so 
very different to when we arrived unannounced at 
Cholmondley Castle a few years ago (you hecklers know 
who you are!)  Because of the inclement weather on the 
Friday, we all had plenty of time to ponder the envelope 
competition – anagrams of Beatles songs – so this time 
there was a 3 way tie between ourselves, the Willis’s and 
Kempsons.  We were nearest to the correct answer on the 
tiebreak question so were awarded the chocolate orange 
prize. 
 

What a great start to the year – our thanks to Dave & Sally 
for hosting a very enjoyable rally to ease us in to the season.   
As we left the site, the weather had taken a turn for the 
worse and we found ourselves travelling through a snow 
blizzard for a while - I couldn’t help thinking… “we have 
snow in the Midlands too”. Now we have to wait a whole 6 
weeks until the next rally! 
 

Helen & Steve 



 
 

Rally No. 433   AGM, Uttoxeter Racecourse 18th – 22nd April 
 

I arrived at Uttoxeter Racecourse on the Thursday in 
glorious sunshine. We were set for the warmest Easter 
weekend on record. Nine vans attended in all with electric 
hook-up for those who wanted it. The first night we had a get 
together for a leisurely chat in the room we had hired, which 
had comfy couches to relax on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Aaah, this is the life….. 
 

 
Friday morning I woke to bright sunshine and did an eight 
furlong walk around the course with the dog before returning 
for a welcome bacon sandwich.  



In the evening Helen and Steve put on hot cross buns whilst 
we relaxed in the comfy seats.  
 

Saturday was the hottest day of the year so far (23 degrees) 
not bad for Easter! Kirsten and Ian arrived with baby 
Arabella for her first taste of caravanning. During the day 
people set off in their cars to do a treasure hunt. After 
returning they were greeted with Pimms courtesy of Gill, 
nothing better on a hot afternoon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the evening Neville organised a skittles match in the hall, 
with couches lined up on either side to form an alley. It was 
won by John, Ian, Gail and Sheila in a very competitive close 
match. Michael Smith then won a single pin competition. 
Everyone really enjoyed themselves and the night flew by. 
Well done Neville.  
 

Sunday was the AGM which was probably the quickest on 
record. (If Carlsberg did AGMs). Sunday night we had an 
American supper. Neville made wraps (or more likely Jacqui) 
and found he had forgotten to buy cucumber when they had 
been shopping.  As Steve and Helen were on their way to 
the supermarket they agreed to bring him one back, only to 
find on their return that they had bought a cucumber but left 



it at the till!   Neville then telephoned his sons who were also 
shopping (and stood next to the cucumbers in the store when he 
phoned). They too returned without one!  Luckily Barbara had 
some in the fridge and happily donated one… only trouble 
was that it was all of two inches long being a baby 
cucumber!  

 
Finally Gill realised that she had a half 
left over, so Neville eventually got his 
cucumber! (and the wraps were delicious)  
 
 
 

After the meal Helen organised a quiz which was won by 
Paul, Lynn, Ian, Gail and Sally. 
 

Too soon coffee 
morning arrived - 
The Crafts got the 
longest “tow” (123 
miles), Neville won 
the envelope quiz 
and, after a draw, 
Kirsten and Ian won 
the treasure hunt. 
 

After coffee morning 
everybody set off 
home looking a lot 
redder than when 
they arrived. 
(you certainly did Dave)  
 

Another good rally! 
 

Dave Howarth 
 
 
 



 
 

Rally No. 434      Cotton Arms, Wrenbury         3rd – 6th May 
 
I seriously think that ‘work’ is having a detrimental effect on 
my wellbeing. I had to deliver Gail to Wrenbury on the 
Thursday evening and then return home to catch up on work 
stuff before I was able to return on Friday evening. When we 
arrived on Thursday evening JB and Lynn had already 
arrived and put the signs out for us (what a Gent!) and 
Graham and Sheila and David and Sally were already set 
up. Helen and Steve, Nev and Doris, Dave and Gill (and 
Kirsten, Ian and Arabella) and Paul and Tina were to arrive 
later bringing a total of eight vans on the rally. 
 
During Friday (whilst I was at work) Nev and Doris arrived 
and worked at matching their awning to ours to give us some 
social space for the long weekend. I am assured that Nev in 
fact did all the work but was provided expert direction by two 
ladies not shy in giving their opinion. Anyway the marshal’s 
awning provided the venue for Friday night’s sing-alonga-
Mike session dusting off the songbooks we used to use 
years ago, followed by the ‘I should have known that’ quiz. 
Spooky that during the evening we were reminiscing about 
those music nights of old and I had said how much I missed 
my singing Buddy Pete and his wife June. 
 
The weather was a few degrees cooler than it had been at 
Easter but it didn’t prevent ralliers getting out and about 
enjoying the Cheshire countryside and we enjoyed a visit 
from David, Jade and Quinn. 
 
The evening brought us together for a quiz based on the 
Pointless television programme which was won the ‘Here 
Come the Girls’ team but before the start Steve asked if it 
would be ok for friends of theirs to join in. ‘Of course’ we said 



‘but so we can sort the teams out, what are the names of the 
mystery friends?’ Peter and June came the reply! (Haha, 
gotcha..!) Yes, it was really good to see our old friends whom 
we hadn’t seen for some time but it was amazing how 
quickly they slipped back into the old routine of the Lynton 
family. 
 
Sunday afternoon featured target ball (throwing tennis balls 
to score points in connected rings) and the ‘matching the 
twins’ game. Natalie visited with Michael, William and James 
and David and Sally’s grandchildren Rebecca and Hannah 
were only too happy to get involved too but the accuracy of 
ball throwing and speed of twin matching of Dave and 
Kirsten Howarth could not be matched. 
 

 
 
 
Sunday evening’s quiz was as competitive as always (and 
with a bit more!) with the victors being Gail, Dave, Tina and 
Paul. 
 
 



 
Pete and June joined us again and reported that they 
intended looking at caravans with a view to re-joining the 
club (and subsequently they have bought a new car, caravan 
and joined the club again!) 
 
Monday’s coffee morning had rolled around far too quickly 
and we celebrated (yet another?) longest tow for David and 
Sally and the Cheshire place cryptic clue quiz won by 
Graham and Sheila.  
 
Another Bank Holiday weekend rally packed with fun and 
games. 
 
Mike Smith 
 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Bye, see you again soon………! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Produced by Steve Ball  
stevenhelenball@virginmedia.com 

 
 
 
 
 


